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Ms. Donna Searcy
Secretary
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1/ The Docket proposes an immediate reduction to 3 kHz
deviation. In North Dakota this change would result
in a minimum range reduction of 40 percent (2/5), plus
problems generating sufficient receive audio output
power especially in high noise areas (heavy equipment
etc.). Additionally, reduced deviation will cause
CTCSS and pager decoder failure. 911 systems dispatch­
ing police, fire and ambulance would experience high
levels of failures and unreliable system performance.

2/ Reduced transmitter power will result in reduced
coverage, and in a rural state with 70,000 square miles
of real estate, emergency communications will fail.
Also reducing power to new Part 88 limits will cause
serious spurious emissions from power amplifiers.

3/ Like many other states, North Dakota is trying very
hard to recover from a six year drought and a serious
loss in tax revenue. The extreme cost to convert our
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cause a full system changeout in North Dakota. Mobile
and portable radios are estimated to cost approximately
$7,000,000. Another $6,000,000 dollars would be neces­
sary to change out all of our base stations and repeat­
ers. These are costs that are out of reach for our
North Dakota citizens. Every city and county would
be effected.

4/ There is no interoperability between the new and old
systems, or between the new Part 88 VHF 5kHz equipment
and the Federal 6.25 kHz equipment. Its very simple,
if you change and your neighbors don't, both of you
are out of luck - no communications!

I sincerely hope the Commission will take the time to evalu­
ate the effect that the new Part 88 would have on rural
states and their communication systems. We cannot allow
regulations to destroy our communications systems.

Sincerely,

4M~
Lyle V. Gallagher
Director
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